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JANUARY 2021
REGENTS MESSAGE
My Dear Sisters,
As we put 2020 behind us we focus our hopes and efforts on a New
Year 2021. 2020 was difficult for many but we faced those
challenges head on and we persevered through. 2021 I am sure
will not be without challenges because that is called “Life”,
however we will continue to be strong Catholic Women living
through our faith, actions and with love.
Our State Convention will be different this year. The board and chairs will be conducting it
virtually from the Holiday Inn in Marlboro on April 24 & 25. I am hoping many of you will sign
up to be delegates or just join us as members. It is an important time when we meet every two
years to conduct business. This is your convention and you all have a voice!! If you do not
have the electronic means to join, perhaps you can buddy up with one or two people that do. By
now your Regents have received the “First Call to Convention” packets and the wheels are in
motion.
This is also a time to consider whether you would like to step up and say yes to become a State
Officer. It is very important to keep our State and our courts functioning. Please consider it
thoughtfully and prayerfully and follow the instructions in the packet if you are interested.

The board and I thank you for all of your efforts, prayers and support this past year and I look
forward to working with you all in 2021.
We wish you all a joyous, healthy and Happy New Year!!!
Your State Regent, Nancy

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT

God Has a Plan for Each One of Us: His Name is Jesus
By Fr. Peter DeFazio
Imagine, God, who created the entire universe, visible and invisible
reality, thinks about us. In the vastness of creation, human beings
comprise less than an iota. Yet God thinks about us. We are the apple of
his eye.
Look at what Deuteronomy 32: 10-11 states about God’s solicitude towards His children:
He found them in a wilderness,
a wasteland of howling desert.
He shielded them, cared for them,
guarded them as the apple of his eye.
As an eagle incites its nestlings, hovering over its young, so he spread his wings,
took them, bore them upon his pinions.
In a tough year with 3,000 Americans dying every day, our mortality is always front-and-center
before our eyes. Our faith is being tested daily. Not just faith itself, but the quality of our faith is
being tested as well. What do we believe? Not just what—who do we believe?
If we believe in Jesus Christ, then we have an anchor that secures us even when the storms of life
are raging about us. Political and economic turmoil; people we love suffering; the pain of
unexpected illness or loss. There’s been a lot of storms this past year.
But if our anchor is Jesus Christ, we have a reason for faith. And not just faith that we will get by
but faith that we have better days ahead.
God is our strength in Christ Jesus. Our Emmanuel. God with us. And how blessed we are.
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It is my hope that this Christmas Season which remember, for Catholics, goes well into the New
Year, herald’s brighter days.
Jesus is the source of our faith as Christians. His Word is true, we know we can take it to the
bank because Jesus is literally God’s Word—the Eternal Word of God made Flesh. It doesn’t get
any more authoritative than that!
Faith. This past year has tested our faith; tested the extent of our faith, and the quality of that
faith. In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul says of faith: We live by faith. God’s righteousness is
revealed to us by faith, for faith, to paraphrase St. Paul.
The author of Hebrews tells us, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.” (Heb. 11:1)
We accept on faith that we have a God, who created the universe and everything in it by his
awesome Word, and that this same God knows us, loves us. This definition of faith doesn’t say
everything is going to be great in life, or a life free of adversity, suffering, pain or loss. But it
says, faith in God is our starting point. As Hebrews 11:6 states:
For whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
seek him.
And so, even when the legs of our faith are shaky or uncertain can
we at least say what the man who prayed for his son to Jesus said?
: “I believe; help my unbelief!”
(Mark 9:24)
I believe. Help my unbelief. I believe, help my teeny faith. My
small faith. Even just an iota of faith. Let that be our starting point
if it must be.
And St. Paul, once again is the one who articulated it so well, this
time in 2 Corinthians 5:
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Here indeed we groan, and long to put on
our heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still
in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this
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very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good
courage; we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk
by faith, not by sight. We are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and
at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or
evil, according to what he has done in the body.
We need never give up hope. Because, God is with us.
It is the Lord who goes before you; he will be with you and will never fail you or forsake you. So
do not fear or be dismayed. (Moses in Deuteronomy 31:8)
As Jesus, Emmanuel, God-With-Us, the Eternal Word of God states:
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. (Jesus in Matthew
28:20)
This is the basis for our faith. The quality of our faith. While though the times are crazy and
turbulent and at times frightening, we are people of optimism—and a supernatural hope. Thanks
be to God in Christ Jesus! He is the reason for the season, the reason for our faith, our love, and
our hope.
As Psalm 91 so eloquently puts it:
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shade of the Almighty, Say to
the Lord, “My refuge and fortress, my God in whom I trust...”

GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL SUPERVISOR
Happy New Year to All
As we move forward into 2021, we are still being tasked with finding
alternate ways to fellowship and communicate. Regardless, as to what is
taking place in the world today, we as Catholic Daughters always find a
way to live up to our motto; Unity and Charity. In the past during the
holidays, we felt the need to visit the soup kitchen to help
cook, serve or just to sing along with those in the room. This past holiday season
things were done a little different. As Catholic Daughters, we were not allowed to
be physically present. However, we were able to assist financially, collect and
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donate items such as food, clothing and quilts. I am thankful for the way member courts have
found ways to hold fundraisers in order to help those in need. Now, more than ever, our help is
needed in the community. I salute all members for your continuous contributions and support in
the various communities and to CDA charities and projects.
It is important that we continue to reach out to one another and to keep each other in prayer. If
there are members in your court; you haven’t heard from in a while, make every effort to see
how that member is doing. I am sure they would love to hear from you.

PRAY - The story of Father Patrick Peyton. If you have not had the opportunity to

watch the movie Pray, please take a moment to watch with your family. The movie is of a poor
immigrant who sets sail for America in 1928 with dreams of becoming a millionaire.
Blessings as we move forward into a new year.

Essie
A MOMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY & REFLECTION
From Jean Rousseau, Spiritual Enhancement Chairwoman
We ask for God's Blessings in the New Year, remember us, O God
from age to age be our comforter. You have given us the wonder of time,
blessing in days and nights, seasons and years. Bless your children at the
turning of the year and fill the months ahead with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of Christ. You are our God, living and reigning,
forever and ever. Amen
Pope Francis has dedicated the New Year to St. Joseph, we trust in his intercession.
Hail Joseph Son of David, the just and the chaste Wisdom is with you. Blessed are
you among all men and blessed is Jesus, the Fruit of Mary, your faithful spouse.
Holy Joseph, worthy foster-father and guardian of Jesus Christ and of the Holy
Church. Pray for us sinners and obtain divine Wisdom for us from God now and
at the hour of our death. Amen (Prayer from the Chaplet of St Joseph)

CIRCLE OF LOVE
***Correction – last months “Hands to help Houston” was Leadership not
Legislation.
This month we will highlight the First Place winner in Legislation which
was Court St. Clementine # 821.
Carol Ghiloni presented a Tutorial on Palliative, Hospice & Advanced Care Planning Course.
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This was a very informative and necessary topic as many of our Elders, Parents and friends are
of the age or health status where it is important to know what care is available and proper for
their conditions.
Great Job Ct. St. Clementine and Carol for bringing this information to your Court &
guests. Congratulations!!

NATIONAL NEWS

.

KENYA & PERU COURTS –
At a recent National Board meeting the future of these courts were discussed. While proud that
CDA has extended its outreach beyond North America, an international presence has presented
itself with a number of financial and operational challenges and difficulties. After careful
deliberation it was decided that CDA could no longer support these courts. We are unable to
provide the necessary training, support and insurance to protect both parties. Communication
has also been a barrier. The decision was not easy but believed to be the best to ensure the future
success of the CDA.
MARCH FOR LIFE The Annual March for Life will be held in Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021. Theme is:
“Together Strong: Life Unites”.
Donations for the March for Life may be sent to: Louise Humphreys,
Pro-Life Chairwoman, at 43 Elmira Street, Brighton, MA 02135.

DUES/ASSESSMENTSAll Dues and Assessments/Invoices must be paid and current in order to attend State Convention
in April. Please make sure you are current with dues, insurance and any other National invoices.
Thank you.
LEADING THE WAY THROUGH OPEN COMMUNICATION –
Many have asked about business meetings and what does National recommend, while we have
voiced many of these ways to help conduct business I wanted to share Nationals words with you.
“Leading through uncertain times can be challenging to a leader. There is a need for leaders to
create ways to keep the line of communication opened within their courts and to focus on the
wellbeing of their members. The key word here is communication. We know that
communication is an ongoing process that allows us to think and talk about the past, discuss the
present and speculate about the future.
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Just think back for a moment. Yesterday, we were scheduling and attending court meetings. We
looked forward to face to face contact; where we had the opportunity to fellowship; discuss the
court business and plan how to move the court forward. Members
would meet to contribute their ideas and reflect on experiences from
the past. This type of meeting is presently on hold. As leaders, we
must continue to develop ways to keep our members together,
informed and involved.
There is different communication channels that will allow us to accomplish keeping the line of
communication opened. The two most popular channels are Zoom and Conference Calls.
However, we need to keep in mind, court members who are not privileged to either channel.
What can we do to keep members together, informed and involved? Have you thought about a
phone tree? The goal would be to assign two or three members per person. Member assignment
would be based on court size. This member would be responsible for calling the member(s) after
each meeting and share highlights from the meeting. It would also give the caller the
opportunity to see how the member is doing.
Regardless as to how a court’s meeting is presently being held or plans to hold their meeting;
remember that open communication should be a priority. The way we communicate with our
members today, will determine our future tomorrow.”

“Massachusetts in Action”…
STATE NEWS
GAMBIT – by Pat Adams

Happy New Year to all!! Our Gambit drawings are up and running
each month through May. You can join any time! Your $20 ticket is
eligible for all prizes each month. Please contact your court Gambit
Chairperson to join – checks made payable to your court
accompanied by the information form at the bottom of the flyer.

Attention: Regents and court Gambit Chairmen:
I recently moved, so please send any new Gambit forms and your court check to me at
my new address. Mail to former address will be forwarded, but will take longer to arrive.
Patricia Adams - 3 Winthrop Street - North Easton, MA 02356

RAFFLESCongratulations to the Fall Raffle Winners which were drawn on Thanksgiving. The Winners
were Izzie Healy (granddaughter of Mary Healey) $300.00, Patty Robison $200.00 and Kathleen
Santangelo $100.00. We raised approximately $916.00 and the balance will go into the States
Operating Fund. Thank you for all who participated.
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The Christmas Basket Raffle and Virtual Christmas was a great success!!
We raised approximately $600.00 and half will go to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society and half into the State Convention Fund. Baskets are being
distributed. Winners were announced in a separate email.
Thank you for your participation again.
The Jingle Bell Calendar Raffle is currently underway and has been sent to everyone with
email with the intention of sharing with those who do not have it. This calendar is for the month
of January and makes a great stocking stuffer or Christmas gift for a friend or family member.
Remember a quarter of the proceeds go the help the homeless at the St. Francis House in Boston,
the other three quarters will go into the State Convention Fund. Please send your entries to 2nd
Vice State Regent, Pauline Butler, at 9 Laurine Road, Danvers, MA 01923.
FIRST CALL TO CONVENTIONThe First Call to Convention has been mailed out to all Regents, Chairmen and Past State
Officers. Please make sure this information is shared with your membership. It has
very important information about the Virtual Convention to be held on April 24
& 25. The First Call contains information on dates, dues/assessments,
delegates/alternates, by-laws and resolutions, contests, fundraising,
exhibits, candidates for state office and more. Call to convention with
more detailed information will be coming out after the Holiday’s. You may receive a
call from our convention chairwomen Linda Coletti or Judi Shooter to fill in a Chairwoman
position….please consider saying yes and being part of our Convention.
REVIEWS –
Reminder fall reviews are still due. Please try to get them in as soon as you can. I know it is
challenging but they need to be done. Be creative. We had three people take books from a court
who couldn’t meet and did it for them. Remember we have not conducted that much business in
the last 6 months so they should be easy to complete. Thank you for your attention to this
matter.

LOCAL NEWS –
CT. OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION #1543 – The members
contributed 40 pairs of pajamas and coloring books with crayons to send to
girls at their adopted orphanage in Columbia.
CT. ST. JOSEPH #1475 - Please remember to keep in prayer the families who received their

the

Thanksgiving baskets. Thank you to Karol Wrobel and Joyce Covell for putting the baskets together and
to all those who donated items for the baskets. Through generous donations and the CDA court donation,
they were able to assist the St. Joseph St. Vincent De Paul Society with helping those in need.
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CT. OUR LADY OF LOURDES #2396 – Ct. Our Lady of Lourdes collected toiletries, school
supplies, prayer shawls, Christmas items and monetary donations for Penelope’s place (a
battered women’s shelter). In lieu of their November bake sale they had a raffle for their triParish. The 3 raffle items were donated by members. The items were a Downton Abbey Movie
Basket, a Collectible Doll and a Time Share in N.H. they raised $880.00 to benefit St. Vincent de
Paul in their parish. They also had a successful food drive and St. Vincent de Paul was very
appreciative of all.
Great job Our Lady!!!!

CT. HENRY A. SULLIVAN #584 – They had a very successful food drive which was
delivered to Operation Troop Support (OTS). Some items were too heavy to mail without
spending a lot of money on postage. Some brainstorming took place and the Carmelite Sisters
came to mind. Their food supplies were low and they were thrilled with the food provided which
could not be shipped. A hug was given with apologies forgetting the
Covid restrictions.
Other members donated 166 pounds of candy to OTS and being more
than they needed more brainstorming ensued and they made a call and
their prayers were answered by Plummer Youth Promise who were
putting together over 200 gift bags and the Moody’s of OTS sent along a personal check of
$100.00 to be delivered with the candy. This is really paying it forward!
Last of all with help of family and friends the court was able to deliver over 4000 Christmas
Cards to be sent to our members of the armed forces overseas. Awesome job!!
WHO SAYS WE CAN’T GET THINGS DONE DURING THESE DIFFICULT
TIMES….I AM SO PROUD OF ALL OF YOU AND I’M SURE THOSE NOT
MENTIONED ARE BUSY HELPING OUT IN THEIR OWN WAYS. WAY TO GO
LADIES!!!
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JCDA NEWS-

JCDA Court St.
Bernadette had a
special surprise remote
cooking class in December.
The girls were very happy
to see each other since the
close down last March.
January they will hold a make it
and share it remote meeting.
They will be making fleece
scarves one for themselves
and one that will be given as
part of blessing bags to be
donated to their brothers and
sisters in faith that call the
streets home.

PRAYER CORNER

Our Holy Father’s intention for the month of January is Intention for evangelization – Human
fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters
of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on January 3
the Epiphany; we also celebrate the Baptism of our Lord on January 10.
Let us pray for a Happy, Healthy, Faithful and Action filled New Year in 2021 and a return to
some normalcy and an end to this horrific pandemic. We pray for all of our sisters and brothers
living and deceased in Jesus name. _Amen
In Unity & Charity
And Wishes for a Blessed New Year!!!
Nancy, Pat, Pauline, Carol, Alicia & Father Peter
“Serving the Lord through Our Faith, Actions & Love”

A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR 2021 TO ALL!!!

