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DECEMBER 2020
REGENTS MESSAGE
My Dear Sisters:

The Christmas season is rapidly approaching and even though things may be
different this year with fewer family members and friends at our celebrations; let
us not forget the real reason for the season.
The month of December is very busy with expectation and celebration. Everyone
is preparing for Christmas, be it shopping, decorating or baking to name some.
Too often we get so busy and stressed out in the moment with all our material
preparations we lose sight of the real reason for all this activity.
Christmas is a Christian feast – and we must reclaim it as such! In the same way
that a family eagerly prepares for a new baby, so in Advent we must prepare for the
coming of the Christ Child. We should keep Advent as a season of waiting and
longing, of conversion and of hope and keep our thoughts on the incredible love
and humility of our God in taking on the flesh of the Virgin Mary. Let us not forget
to prepare a peaceful place in our hearts where our Savior may come to dwell.

Let us be like Our Mother Mary who prepared for the arrival of her Son: her prayerfulness, her purity
and her whole-hearted submission to God’s will. More now than ever we need God and Our Blessed
Mother in our lives and in our hearts.
May you and your families have a Blessed Christmas season
Your State Regent Nancy

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT

Advent Ushers in Hope, a Reflection by Fr. Peter
DeFazio, Chaplain
Last year at the start of Advent, the Holy Father, Pope
Francis described Advent as a time of “consolation and
hope,” the beginning of “a new liturgical year, which brings
with it the newness of our God, who is the ‘God of every
consolation.’”
Advent starts the new year of the Church, the start of a new
liturgical year. And in many ways, this year—2020—so many of us are relieved
to start a new chapter; to turn the page on a most difficult year. As Catholics,
we start 2021 a month earlier than the secular calendar.
And Advent is a time of hope.
A symbol of that hope is the Advent wreath, or the Advent candles that we light
in every Catholic Church, but even sometimes in our own homes. What a great
tradition the Advent candles are! In the small flame of our candles that we
light, we know that the coming of Christ is tied to our building of the
kingdom. Lighting the flame, feeding the hungry, comforting the sick,
reconciling the divided, praying for the repentant, greeting the lonely and
forgotten – doing all these works hastens His coming.
The season of Advent restores the horizon of hope, a hope which does not
disappoint for it is founded on God’s Word. A hope which does not disappoint,
simply because the Lord never disappoints.
Advent is also the season of God the Holy Spirit, who has spoken through the
Prophets: “You were patient with them for many years; you admonished them
by your spirit through your prophets.” (Nehemiah 9:30) He is the inspirer of the
Messianic oracles (Isaiah 11: 1-9, 42, 1-7), for example, where the coming of
Jesus Christ, God incarnate, God with us, is foretold! And in the beautiful
liturgy of the Church during Advent season, we recall these prophecies in the
first readings at Mass.
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And it is through the power of the Holy Spirit that the Eternal Word was made
incarnate in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary (See Luke 1:35).
As Pope Francis also notes, “The model of this spiritual disposition, of this way
of being and journeying in life, is the Virgin Mary. A simple girl from the
country who carries within her heart the fullness of hope in God! In her womb,
God’s hope took flesh, it became man, and it became history: Jesus Christ. Her
Magnificat is the canticle of the People of God on a journey, and of all men and
women who hope in God and in the power of his mercy.”
St. Bernard recalls, that during Advent we recall the first coming of
the Lord in time, even as we await his second coming at the end of
time: “His first coming was in the flesh and in weakness, this
intermediary coming [which we celebrate in the liturgy] is in the
spirit and in power, the last coming will be in glory and majesty.”
Advent is a season of hope.
During this long stretch of history that we live in, between the Lord’s first
coming and his last coming, there is an intermediate period whereby Christ is
with us. Just as he promised to be with us until the end of time! (“I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” Jesus, in Matthew 28:20) With the Holy
Spirit, and through the sacramental life of the Church, Jesus makes present
the definitive communion with God the Father, even if in a mysterious and
invisible way.
Advent is a time of hope. And, for believers, hope is not just waiting for
something to happen; it is a commitment, here and now, to build the Kingdom
of God. Hope, on the one hand encourages the Christian not to lose sight of the
final goal, which gives meaning and value to life, and on the other, offers solid
and profound reasons for a daily commitment to transform reality in order to
make it correspond to God’s plan.
Advent, and in a special way the days from 17 to 23 December, is also a
Marian season. The Church recalls Mary as the Daughter of Zion, the Virgin
who waits to welcome the Word of God. The liturgy celebrates Mary as the one
“who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be
fulfilled.” (Luke 1:45) The collect prayer of the Mass on the Fourth
Sunday of Advent recalls the through the power of the Spirit.” And
by modeling ourselves upon Mary, we can hope against hope, as St.
Paul stated in Romans 4:18. During the second week of Advent this year, we
celebrate the Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8), and in this celebration the
Church invites the faithful to prepare themselves to meet the Lord, and to
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contemplate the wonder of God’s love who prepared Mary from the first
moments of her life to be the New Eve, the means through which Salvation
would enter the world. Mary is a sign of hope, the Ark of the Covenant, the
God-bearer, the Theotokos, and the Mother of God the Son.
Advent reminds us that God’s entrance into human history in the person of
Jesus Christ is news that is inexhaustibly new, as fresh and potent as on
the day it was first proclaimed. And so we light candles during Advent, one
during each week. And on the Second Sunday of Advent, the candle is said
to represent Hope.
That Hope is Jesus Christ; Emmanuel, God with us, the Hope of all
people.
He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us.
He is the Savior of us all.
O Lord, let your blessing come upon us as we light the first and second candles
of this wreath. May the Advent wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise
of salvation. May He come quickly and not delay. We ask this in His holy name.
Amen.

GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL SUPERVISOR
Greetings,
Can you believe, we are almost near the end of another year?
I take this opportunity to say thank you to all CDA members for your time
and talents. Thank you to the Court Regents for being instrumental in
finding means and ways to keep members informed and to carry on the
business of CDA.
As we come to the end of another year, now is the perfect time to gather with family and friends
to pray together and reflect on the many blessings. In the prayers, please remember our military
troops serving near and far, our veterans, the homeless and let us not forget to pray for one
another. We have so many things to be grateful for. Take a moment to think about what you and
your family are most grateful for over the past year.
Please remember the upcoming special Holy Days and Holidays:
November 26: Thanksgiving
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November 8: Advent Begins
December 12: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 25: Christmas
As we move closer to the Christmas holiday, it’s important that we remember Mother Teresa’s
quote. “It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you. It is Christmas every
time you let God love others through you…yes, it is a Christmas smile at your brother and offer
him your hand…may His coming this Christmas bring to each of us that peace and joy that He
desires to give.
May the peace and joy be with you and your family as we celebrate the outgoing and incoming
year.

Blessings,

Essie

A MOMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY & REFLECTION
Jeanne Rousseau, Spiritual Enhancement Chairman

The longing for peace stirs in the soul of every human being. It is a constant call to an
inner existence far different from the restlessness that runs through countless souls roaming
this earth. Those who have found a sanctuary of serenity within have conquered the self in
a hidden personal battle, turning their wills over to God, they live in the dwelling of peace.
The world's trifles and trends disappear and are no longer of interest to them. Their manner is
thoughtful and courteous. They are sensitive in nature and the problems of others become theirs.
They dedicate their time to praying for others. We approach the season of Advent, a time to
reflect on this past year of many challenges. Many spend Advent thinking about and purchasing
gifts. We can spend time in thanksgiving and joy for the greatest gift of Jesus, personally given
to us in His sacraments. Let us ask Him for His gift of peace which is so needed in the world
today. We, in turn, can give His gift of peace to others. Wishing you blessings of peace, joy
and love! (Excerpt from Mary's Mantle by Christine Watkins)

CIRCLE OF LOVE
As promised I will highlight over the next 6 months the first place winners
of our 2018/2020 State Circle of Love winners. We will begin this month
with Legislation and the winner Ct. St. Clementine # 821 with their
“Hands to Help Houston”.
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Last April 2019, Annette Johnstin, Past Regent of Court St. Clementine #821, received an
obscure phone call from a Catholic Daughter in Houston, Texas. One of their members had a
serious problem. They had to move her father-in-law from Everett, MA to Houston. There were
no family members in the Massachusetts area and the member and her husband were
experiencing financial hardship already, so they couldn’t leave their jobs to come and pack up
the father and get him ready to move. The Court in Houston reached out to Annette hoping to
find some help from the Daughters in the Boston area. Annette spoke to her current Regent and
how they could possibly help…then Annette went into action. Being a health professional she
went about contacting health agencies and social service agencies that may be able to help. She
did get the gentleman some help from several senior agencies in the area, but no one would
come, pack up the man’s belongings and get the man ready for his move to Houston.
Annette rallied the Ct. St. Clementine members for some help. In late June, the
woman was coming up to take her father-in-law back to Houston by car. She
would take minimal personal items with her when traveling back to Texas.
On a very hot and oppressive June weekend, Annette, joined by her family and court members
went to the gentleman’s home and cleaned it out. Boxing, bagging & donating or throwing out
items, along with packing up many valuable family heirlooms for the trip to Houston. It was hot
and tiring but the job was done. The woman was so happy, she said she could never have done
this alone and she didn’t know where help would possibly come from.
The next day Annette went back again on her own to help for several more hours
to see if she could help with any last minute logistics for the move.
Several months later a letter was sent from the Knights of Columbus in Houston.
They wrote Thank you to Ct. St. Clementine for reaching out to help their fellow
Knight. He told them how the Daughters from Massachusetts had come to his family’s need, and
helped to pack and relocate his elderly father. They also sent a monetary donation in gratitude.
This demonstrates how CDA binds us together in faith, spirit and love and finds a way to help –
despite obstacles, clear across our country. I also wanted everyone to know of the leadership
skills, love and compassion Annette Johnstin possesses and demonstrates daily. We are blessed
and fortunate to have her as part of Court St. Clementine.

NATIONAL NEWSReminder National Dues and Fall Reviews need to be sent into National as soon as possible.
Please send a copy of reviews also to myself Nancy Meehan, State Regent & Pauline Butler, 2nd
Vice State Regent. Thank you!
Circle of Love and Contest and Scholarship Forms will be sent out to the Regent’s soon.
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Delegate’s forms for State Convention should have been received by the Local Court Regents,
while these are not due to me until February 15th, please put in safe place or just vote on your
delegates and send to me so you will not lose form or forget. Thank you!

STATE NEWSGAMBITFrom Patricia Adams

Thank you to all who have joined Gambit! We currently have 121 members and room
for many more!! The first drawing is November 20th and winners will
be posted. Membership in Gambit is ongoing, so please send your
form along to your court Gambit Chairman. Chairmen, please do
not send me all the forms submitted to you. There is a reporting
form for you to record the information on and send that to me with
your court check. Thank you!
Entries can be submitted at any time and each is eligible for all the prizes of the
remaining months. The prizes are: 2 - $10, 2 - $15, 1 - $25, 1 - $50. In May, the bonus
drawing prizes are 1 - $100 and 1 - $150. Invite family and friends to participate…
Gambit tickets make thoughtful gifts… Don’t forget to buy one for your court as well!!
Gambit proceeds fund our College Scholarship, Book Award, and Education Contests
and activities.

FALL RAFFLEThank you to all who have sent in their tickets for the Fall Raffle. We will be drawing
the three prizes on Thanksgiving Day and the winner will go out via email blast. The
three prizes are $300.00, $200.00 & $100.00. Good luck!! The proceeds will be placed
in the State’s “Convention Fund”.
CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE & EVENT –
On December 6th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm we will be having a Virtual Event.
It will include a power point presentation with our theme “Peace on Earth”, a
Christmas Greeting from your State Board and a final chance to look at our Baskets
up for Raffle. The winners will be drawn on Dec. 13th giving you a chance to send
in those last minute chances. They must be postmarked no later than Dec. 7th to
arrive to me on time for the drawing. Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Mail to
Nancy Meehan, S. R. @ 5 Elder St, Framingham, MA 01702.
Carol our State Secretary has forwarded you the power point with the baskets and numbers.
Please send your money, how many tickets, what baskets you want them in, along with your
name, phone number and court number. We guarantee delivery by Christmas!!
December 6th Zoom Event Info will follow in a separate email…
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JINGLE BELL CALENDAR RAFFLE –
We will once again be having our Jingle Bell Calendar Raffle. However, instead of the month
of December it will be the month on January we will be doing the drawings. This allows many
to purchase calendars as Christmas Gifts. We are asking again that each court donate cash or gift
cards in amounts up to $25.00. We are still in need of about 12 more gift cards. Please send
cards or monetary donations to Pauline Butler, 9 Laurine Road, Danvers, MA 01923 her email is:
pbandkids@verizon.net
We will be sending the calendars out the First week of December via email.
STATE CONVENTION –
We will be holding our State Convention on April 24 & 25, 2021. After much discussion there
is a strong probability this will be a Virtual Event. The Hotel is holding our spot, but right now
we cannot have more than 10 present. This will be offered to all members. There will be a
nominal registration fee for materials that will be sent. It is hoped your Board and National
Supervisor along with Convention Chairs will be able to meet at the hotel and you will all attend
via Zoom. We promise along with the business we will have some fun!!! The first call to
convention will be out late December, early January. Stay tuned for more info….

With that being said I am proud to announce our Convention Chairs for our
52nd Biennial State Convention are Linda Coletti and Judith Shooter. Thank
you ladies for saying yes!!!
LOCAL NEWSCT. MAPLEWOOD #510Ct. Maplewood held a Rosary in October and also had a special Mass for Catholic Daughter Day.
Member Lorraine Di Milla has donated a beautiful colored afghan which will be raffled off for
the Courts 100th Anniversary. Tickets and picture coming in January.
CT. OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION #1543Ct. Our Lady of the Presentation donated to the Capuchin Friars Mobile Ministry to the
Homeless so they could buy white socks. They also made a donation for pajamas for the girls at
the Orphanage they support in Columbia, along with coloring books and crayons.
CT. ST. JOSEPH #1475Ct. St. Joseph had a guest speaker from the St. Joseph Homeless Ministry. This ministry brings
food, clothing, toiletries and much needed friendship to the homeless in Boston.
They also put out CDA literature form CDA Sunday, WRAP ribbons and
literature, CDA Postcards re: membership.
They are working on Thanksgiving Baskets for families to be distributed through St. Vincent de
Paul Society.
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Keep up the good work ladies…remember to send me your court newsletters
and what is happening in your courts, pictures are welcome….Nancy
JCDA HAPPENINGS

Marcia Hoyle Walkama, Advisor
The Juniors of Ct. Bernadette #2396 are busy
putting together Thanksgiving Baskets for a
family at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish.
During the month of December the girls plan to do a remote
baking/cooking class with a local baker

PRAYER CORNER

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception which is ordinarily
celebrated on December 8 but since it falls on a Sunday, the feast has been transferred to
December 9. The first 24 days of December fall during the liturgical season of Advent and the
remaining days of December mark the beginning of the Christmas season.
The Holy Father’s intention for the month of December is for a life of prayer: that we pray that
our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
Some of the other feasts we celebrate are: Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Stephen and the Holy
Family to name a few
In Unity & Charity
Nancy, Pat, Pauline, Carol, Alicia & Father Peter
“Serving the Lord through Our Faith, Actions & Love”

Wishing you and your families
a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year!!!!

