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NOVEMBER 2020
REGENTS MESSAGE
My Dear Sisters,
What a beautiful time of the year. This has to be my favorite. We can still
enjoy some warm sunny days, but the air is crisper and the humidity is
gone. The fall is a time for gathering the year’s harvest to bring to our
tables to enjoy and give thanks with family and friends.
While this has been a very difficult year for so many; we are still thankful
for all that we have and all that we can give. We are thankful for the food
on our tables, the clothes we wear, the shelter over our heads, clean water to drink, beautiful
sunrises and sunsets and the warmth and love of those around us. Most of all we are thankful
to God for all of his goodness.
This is the time of year more than ever to reach out to those in need who don’t share some of
the comforts I just mentioned. It will be an even harder winter for many this year with the virus
still amongst us. Please check on your friends, see what you can do for your church and
community. Now even more than ever they need our help and what better way to show that
our organization is still as strong as ever and there to lend a hand where needed.
Food drives, sock and blankets and gloves, coats and so much more are needed!

Let us remember our motto “In Unity & in Charity”.
We also remember during this month of November as we celebrate All Saints and All Souls Days
our family and friends and CDA Sisters who have gone
home to Our Lord. May they rest in peace and may God’s
perpetual light shine upon them.
Have a Blessed month and Happy Thanksgiving to you and
your families!
Your State Regent, Nancy Meehan

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT

A Word from Fr. Peter DeFazio, Chaplain

Coming Together as One Nation, Under God; Healing
After the Elections; Remaining Steadfast on the
Right to Life.

Regardless of whether we like or dislike the election outcome, we
need to come together, we need to heal, as one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all...born and unborn.
Hopefully, by the time most of us are reading this article, the elections will be over and
decided. I still recall how divisive the 2000 election was, gathering with friends and
family members at Thanksgiving, with an election still being contested. I am praying we
do not have a repeat of that experience. The United States of America, the country that
we all love, is already sorely divided.
There are so many sources of debate and controversy, and indeed reasonable people
can disagree over the best policies that the government should enact. It is okay for
Catholics to have disagreements over politics and party affiliation. Hopefully we can
disagree without being disagreeable with each other. There is more than enough
animosity in our society, and we need to be bridge-builders and peace-makers.
Nevertheless, we should also be clear about where we stand regarding the right to life
and the dignity of every human being. This fundamental, God-given right is not
negotiable.
There are some who claim that the Bible is silent on the issue of human life, and where
human life begins. The Catholic Church wisely teaches that human life is conceived in
the womb, and modern science affirms the unique genetic identity of every human being
in utero.
Page 2

This is what Sacred Scripture says about the beginnings of human life:
• You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb. I
praise you, because I am wonderfully made.-Psalm 139:13-14
• I do not know how you came into being in my womb. It was not I
who gave you life and breath, nor I who set in order the elements
within each of you. Therefore the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of
man and devised the origin of all things, will in his mercy give life and breath back to
you again, since you now forget yourselves for the sake of his laws.-Maccabees 7:22-23
• As you do not know how the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with
child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.-Ecclesiastes 11:5
• I also am mortal, like all men, a descendant of the first-formed child of earth; and in the
womb of a mother I was molded into flesh...-Wisdom 7:1
• To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; she is created with the faithful in the
womb.-Sirach 1:14
• Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: “I am the Lord,
who made all things, who stretched out the heavens alone, who spread out the earth...”Isaiah 44:24
• Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.-Jeremiah 1:5
• And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus.-Luke 1:31
• And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her
womb.-Luke 1:41
•...He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.-Luke 2:21
• Thou shalt not kill.-Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17
The Catechism draws from both Scripture and Tradition when it states, unequivocally at
n. 2271:
“Since the first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured
abortion. This teaching has not changed and remains unchangeable.”
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Let us not be deceived by those who claim that the Bible has nothing to say about
abortion or when life begins. Furthermore, let us be clear, that as Catholics, we believe
in the dignity of every human from conception to natural death. And this fundamental
right to life is not negotiable.
“Human life must always be defended from its beginning in the womb and must be
recognized as a gift of God that guarantees the future of humanity.”
— Pope Francis, Letter to Brazilian families for National Family Week, August 6, 2013

“Unfortunately, some countries and international institutions are also promoting abortion
as one of the so-called ‘essential services’ provided in the humanitarian response to the
pandemic. It is troubling to see how simple and convenient it has become for some to
deny the existence of a human life as a solution to problems that can and must be
solved for both the mother and her unborn child.”—Pope Francis, Speech to the United
Nations, September 25, 2020

GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL SUPERVISOR
It is my great pleasure to announce that Essie Walker, Second Vice
National Regent will once again be our National Representative for the
next two years. We welcome her back with open arms and hearts!!
Greetings and blessings to all my CDA sisters,
Looking back two years ago, I can recall being assigned as the National
Representative for the state of Massachusetts. Working with the members
on the state board was a rewarding experience. The attention to detail and
hard work enabled not only the board members but the members of the
various courts to develop and grow. Once again, I have been assigned to work with a great group
of ladies.
I take this opportunity to say thank you to members of the State Board, Regents and their
members, JCDA and members of the Campus Court for sharing your time and talents in support
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas.
The full National Board met in Des Moines, IA to plan for the next two years, to install Officers
and Directors and for the reception of our new National Regent Sherry Nilles. The Installation
Mass and Reception was well attended by CDA members, family and friends. Please keep the
State and National board members in your daily prayers. The Installation Mass can be reviewed
on the National Website and on the National Facebook Page.
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If you have not done so, please take a moment to visit the new CDA Website for up to date
information and the National Facebook page for daily prayer led by National Spiritual
Enhancement Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer Connie Dronette.
The National Board is looking to hold three CDA Retreats in 2021. This will give all members
the opportunity to attend one of the retreats. Everything is still in the planning stages. I will share
more details as they develop.
Congratulations to the local courts and state court on your Educational, Circle of Love and
Newsletter Awards.
As we move forward with the business of CDA, please continue to pray with and for one
another.
Many blessings to each of you and your loved ones.

Essie

A MOMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY & REFLECTION
From our Spiritual Enhancement Chairman – Jean Rousseau
If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character
If there be beauty in the character, there will be harmony at home.
If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in the nation.
When there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.
Let us pray for the conversion of our country during this time of crucial decisions.
"Then if my people who bear my name humble themselves and pray and seek
my presence and turn from their wicked ways, I myself will hear from heaven
and forgive their sins and restore their land." 2 Chronicles 7:14
CIRCLE OF LOVE
As promised and as was announced on October 17 in our Virtual
Octoberfest, here are the First Place Winners for 2018/2020 Circle of Love
Leadership – St. Clementine #821 for “Hands to Help Houston”
Legislation – St. Clementine #821 for “Palliative, Hospice & Advance Care
Planning Course”
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Education – Henry A. Sullivan #584 for “Shroud of Turin”
Family – Sacred Hearts #864 for “Merrimack Valley Hope Project”
Quality of Life – Henry A. Sullivan #584 for “Best Buddies”
Spirituality – Henry A. Sullivan #584 for “Shroud of Turin”
Youth/JCDA – Henry A. Sullivan #584 for “Linus Project”
Congratulations to all of the courts who participated
Well done!!!
On the National Level the State Board took home certificates for Education, Spirituality,
Family and Youth.

NATIONAL NEWS
NEW NATIONAL BOARD AND SUPERVISORS INSTALLED –

National Chaplain Bishop R. Walter Nickless, National Regent Sherry Nilles, National Regent
Elect Emily Guilherme, First Vice National Regent Susan Mone’, Second Vice National Regent
Essie Walker & National Secretary/Treasurer Connie Dronette. National Directors are Nancy
Bambanek, Michele Bowman, Theresa Cersovski, Ivone da Silveira, Dawn Fontenberry, Irene
Gramza, Barbara Jensen, Carolyn Malik & Darlene Moritz.
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***All courts should have received a Program Book, Report Book and Awards book from
National if you were a delegate for convention. National By-Laws were updated and can be
purchased in the National Store for $6.00. I strongly recommend each court have a copy.
Also available for those interested are the 2020 Dallas Convention Pins for $5.00. Visit our
new National Website and check it out.

“Massachusetts in Action”…
STATE NEWS
GAMBIT –
From Pat Adams
You might be a very thankful winner in the first Gambit drawing in November if you send
your Gambit form now to your court Gambit Chairman!! Many courts collect Gambit
donations at the October meeting. However, with the present restrictions on gatherings,
perhaps your court is unable to meet in person this month. If that’s the case, please mail
your form, with a check made out to your court, to your local court Gambit Chairman.
She will then forward the information to me so that you are eligible for the first drawing
in November.
Entries can be submitted at any time and each is eligible for all the prizes of the
remaining months. The prizes are: 2 - $10, 2 - $15, 1 - $25, 1 - $50. In May, the bonus
drawing prizes are 1 - $100 and 1 - $150. Invite family and friends to participate…
Gambit tickets make thoughtful gifts… Don’t forget to buy one for your court as well!!
Gambit proceeds fund our College Scholarship, Book Award, and Education Contests
and activities. Flyer attached

OCTOBER 17 VIRTUAL OCTOBERFEST –
Thank you to all who joined us on Saturday October 17 for our
first Virtual Event. It began with a beautiful Half Holy Hour
offered by our State Chaplain Father Peter. It was done from his
churches altar St. Paul the Lithuanian in South Boston. Very
beautiful.
We then had our presentation portion with a review of each local officer along with the role of
the District Deputy.
We then presented our Education, Newsletter and Circle of Love Awards for this year.
It ended with a very successful Auction in which we raised $316.00 for our State Convention
Fund. List Winners attached
We hope to see more of you at future events.
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EDUCATION & NEWSLETTER AWARDS We only had seven entries this year for our education contest, however with the virus it was
difficult to coordinate and get it out there like we normally due. However, we had six first place
winners that went to National and one second place winner. We did not win anything at
National. Each first place winner will receive a certificate and a check for $25.00 and Second
Place $15.00. These will be mailed to the appropriate court Regents for distribution. Thank you
to all who participated.
First Place Winners
Art – Division II – Megan Williams – Ct. Our Lady of Lourdes #2396 Brockton
Art – Division IV – Christine Goodreau – Ct. St. Bernadette #2410 Framingham
Poetry – Division IV – Christine Goodreau – Ct. St. Bernadette #2410 Framingham
Essay – Division II – Anya Rizzo – Ct. Our Lady of Lourdes #2396 Brockton
Computer Art – Division II – Chase Watkins – Ct. Sacred Hearts #864 Bradford
Photography – Division IV – Christine Goodreau – Ct. St. Bernadette $2410 Framingham
Second Place Winner
Essay – Division II – Shamus O’Rourke – Ct. Sacred Hearts #864 Bradford
Newsletter Contest
Local Court Newsletter – Maureen Trainor, Regent Ct. Sacred Hearts #864 Bradford
State Newsletter from National – Nancy Meehan, State Regent, MA State Court
THE THEMES FOR NEXT YEARS EDUCATION CONTEST 2021 ARE:
“LET ALL YOU DO BE DONE WITH LOVE” or “SHOW LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER”
FALL RAFFLEDon’t forget to purchase your Fall Raffle Tickets. If you did not receive any
contact your Regent. The raffle is for $300.00, $200.00 & $100.00 dollar prizes
and will be drawn on Thanksgiving Day!!! Please send your ticket entries and
monies to Patricia McShane, C/O St. Columbkille Parish, 321 Market Street,
Brighton, MA. Thank you! Flyer attached
MEMORIAL MASS On November 15 Fr. Peter, Alicia and myself will be on the Catholic TV Mass in honor of all
of our deceased CDA members. We are taping on the 12th and it should air on
the 15th. If you would like to honor your members you have lost since last
November, please ASAP send the names to Pat Adams patsy621@hotmail.com.
This Mass is for CDA hope you can watch. Thank you!!!
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS & EVENT –
We will be holding some type of virtual event on December 6th to wish you all a
Very Blessed Christmas. It will probably be only a couple of hours. Stay tuned for
more info and save the date. We will also be doing a Christmas Basket Raffle.
We ask that those who are going to donate a basket to please photograph it and list
the contents and send it to me no later than November 9th so that I can get them posted for all to
see. More details coming very soon!
Send photos to njmeehan@verizon.net. Our Theme this year is “Peace on Earth”.

JINGLE BELL CALENDAR RAFFLE –
We will once again be having our Jingle Bell Calendar Raffle. However, instead
of the month of December it will be the month on January we will be doing the
drawings. This allows many to purchase calendars as Christmas Gifts. We are asking again that
each court donate cash or gift cards in amounts up to $25.00. We will need these by mid –
November in order to fill in the calendar and get it out to you for December. Please send cards
or monetary donations to Pauline Butler, 9 Laurine Road, Danvers, MA 01923 her email is:
pbandkids@verizon.net
STATE CONVENTION –
We are still hoping to hold our State Convention April 24 & 25, 2021 at the Holiday Inn, 265
Lakeside Avenue in Marlboro, MA. First call will be coming out in a couple of months. If we
cannot meet in person some type of virtual convention will be offered to all members.

LOCAL NEWS
CT. ST. JOSEPH #1475 –
Another year of success for the September mum sale. There were 110 mums sold for a profit of
$523. Many of the parishioners were very generous, not only by their yearly mum purchase,
Catholic Daughters are still active, in unity and charity. Thank you to all those
who but with their additional donations. The mums should now be in full
bloom and are a reminder that the volunteered to help with the sale: Diane
Ghera, Tisa Berset, June Miller, Julie Donohue, Jean Rousseau, Joyce Covell,
Caroline Anderson, Karol Wrobel, Marsha Nuovo. It was uplifting to see many
members stop by to buy mums and to offer their help.
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CT. OUR LADY OF LOURDES #2396 –
Court Our Lady of Lourdes #
2396 collected school supplies in
September to be donated to School on
Wheels of MA. School on Wheels is a
non-profit organization that supports
homeless children with tutoring and
school supplies. Attached is a picture
of our regent Cathy Duford standing
behind a display of the donated school
supplies from our court.

PRAYER CORNER
The Pope’s intention for the month of November is for Artificial Intelligence; we
pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve
humankind.
November is also dedicated to the Solemnity of All Saints and All Souls Day; let
us remember all of our CDA Sisters and their family members who have gone to
their rest; May they always be remembered in our hearts and in our prayers.
From Our Families to Yours – The MA State Board Wishes
you all A Very Blessed Thanksgiving!!!

In Unity & Charity
Nancy, Pat, Pauline, Carol, Alicia & Father Peter
“Serving the Lord through Our Faith, Actions & Love”

