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SEPTEMBER 2020
REGENTS MESSAGE
My Dear Sisters,
It is hard to believe that we are starting up our new CDA year once again. I
hope you took some time for yourselves during the summer months to relax
and enjoy some time with your families and friends.
While many things are still uncertain with the pandemic; many things stay
the same and one is that we remain CDA STRONG!!!
Despite some churches, halls and meeting places being closed, some are open and we have
to continue to think outside of the box to conduct business and we are getting it done! We
are also reaching out to our neighbors and those in need practicing our motto: In Unity &
Charity – Serving the Lord by our faith and by our actions.
We need to continue to do our best to conduct monthly business, pay our bills and do our
reviews to name some. In these times we have so many electronic means to communicate with
each other, be it phone, email, Zoom, facetime, etcetera…or in person if we follow mandated
group sizes, wear our masks and socially distance ourselves. Whatever it takes to get the job
done!!

We will have to be a little or a lot more creative this year for our October workshop and for
Christmas, but we are working on some ideas. Be sure to check out the State News section of
this newsletter. We are still planning our April 2021 State Convention, but again if need be we
will adjust our plans.
Continue to stay CDA STRONG – our board looks forward to working alongside of you in
2020-2021. Remember… WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE
POSSIBLE!!
Be Safe, Stay Healthy!!! With Love and Gratitude for all that you do!!
Your State Regent Nancy

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT

A Word from Fr. Peter DeFazio, Chaplain
Remembering Our Lady of Sorrows in the Month of
September

As I write this brief article for the September
CDA newsletter, I am still reflecting upon a
Mass and Silver Rose Prayer Service for Life
that I had celebrated with members of the
Knights of Columbus. It was the vigil Mass
for the Solemnity of the Assumption. The focus of the K of C
Prayer Service for Life was entrusting our Church, our nation, our
families, and ourselves into the hands of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The Feast of the Assumption shares a special connection
with the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Because
Mary’s image that was impressed upon the tilma worn by
St. Juan Diego is the woman of Revelation, chapter 12,
the woman clothed by the sun and crowned with stars;
the Mother of Jesus, assumed into Heaven. But by
September, a month dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows.
Traditional Catholic devotions and the many Marian
Feast days of the church are clearly not as well-known as
they once were. It is great to get to know these feasts and
devotions and to learn about their significance.
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A few months ago, Pope Francis gave a great teaching on the Sorrows of Mary:
“...the Church recalls the sorrows of Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows. This veneration
of the people of God has existed for centuries. Hymns have been written in honor
of Our Lady of Sorrows: she was at the foot of the cross and they contemplate her
there, suffering. Christian piety has collected Our Lady’s sorrows and speaks of
the “seven sorrows”. The first, just forty days after the birth of Jesus, is Simeon's
prophecy that speaks of a sword that will pierce her heart (see Lk 2:35). The
second sorrow is the flight to Egypt to save her Son's life (see Mt 2:13-23). The
third sorrow, those three days of anguish when the boy remained in the temple
(see Lk 2:41-50). The fourth sorrow, when Our Lady
meets Jesus on the way to Calvary (see Jn 19:25). The
fifth sorrow of Our Lady is the death of Jesus, seeing her
son there, crucified, naked, and dying. The sixth sorrow,
Jesus’ descent from the cross, dead, when she takes Him
in her arms as she held Him in her arms more than thirty
years before in Bethlehem. The seventh sorrow is Jesus’
burial. Thus, Christian piety follows this path of Our Lady
who accompanies Jesus. It is good for me, late in the
evening, when I pray the Angelus, to pray these seven
sorrows as a remembrance of the Mother of the Church,
how the Mother of the Church gave birth to us all with so
much pain.”
The Woman of Revelation chapter 12, is described: “...
she was with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth,
in anguish for delivery.” (Rev. 12:2)

As Pope Francis also noted: “Honor Our Lady and say: ‘This is
my Mother, because she is a Mother. And this is the title she
received from Jesus, right there, at the moment of the
Cross (see Jn 19:26-27).”
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Jesus did not give Mary any other title other than Mother. And the Acts of the
Apostles show her in prayer with the apostles as Mother (see Acts 1:14). As a Pope
Francis also noted: “Our Lady did not want to take away any title from Jesus; she
received the gift of being His Mother and the duty to accompany us as Mother, to
be our Mother...She is merely disciple and Mother. And
thus, it is as Mother we need to think of her, seek her
and pray to her. She is the Mother, in the maternity of
Our Lady we see the maternity of the Church who
welcomes everyone.”
The Church’s Directory on Popular Piety recommends
devotion to Mary as Our Lady of Sorrows. September is
a month dedicated to Our Lady under this title.

Because standing at the foot of the cross in the midst of
the most sorrowful mystery of all was Mary, the mother
of Jesus. In every age she has been a source of strength
and consolation for those who have lost a loved one, and
she never ceases to be a beacon of hope for those who
experience darkness and distress. May Our Lady of
Sorrows intercede for all who have lost a loved one in
this challenging time, and may she continue to
accompany us on our journey home to eternal life.

GREETINGS FROM OUR NATIONAL SUPERVISOR
Dear Catholic Daughters,
We entered into a crisis just prior to our 2020 National Convention to be
held in Dallas, Texas. However, the cancellation was best for our CDA
members. Like you, I was looking forward to the fellowship. You still have
the opportunity to purchase a Convention Bag from the CDA store and be
on the lookout for the Convention Pin. I must say, the Convention Bag is
very nice.
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Since we are unable to meet in person, it is the perfect time to focus on other ways and means to
keep in touch and to continue to transact CDA business. Has your court considered holding
meetings over Zoom or a Conference Call? Please continue to focus on Spirituality and
Membership.
Now is the perfect time to reach out and make sure everyone is doing well. A simple phone call
can make a huge difference in one’s everyday life. Even though, we were unable to meet in
person, let us remember to keep each other in our thoughts and prayers.
If you or your court participated in the Virtual Walk/Run on August 8, 2020, please submit your
photo’s for sharing on the new CDA Website. We would love to see you in action.
I hope everyone is taking time out to relax and spend quality time with family. Summer will be
over before we know it. Please continue to stay safe as you venture out on your daily activities.
Thank you to all members and to the State Board for your hard work, contributions and for
supporting CDA. As I always say, you are a most valuable resource in Catholic Daughters.
Please keep our newly elected National Officers in prayer. Remember, we are here to serve.
I take this opportunity to say thank you for allowing me to serve with you for the last two years.
It was truly a pleasure and an honor.
Blessings to each of you, Essie

A MOMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY & REFLECTION
From our Spiritual Enhancement Chairman – Jean Rousseau
A Prayer for Our Nation
God our Father, giver of life, we entrust
The United States of America to Your loving care.
You are the rock on which this nation was founded
You alone are the true source of our cherished rights
Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Reclaim this land for Your glory and dwell among Your people.
Send Your Spirit to touch the hearts of our nation's leaders.
Open their minds to the great worth of human life and
The responsibilities that accompany human freedom.
Remind Your people that true happiness
Is rooted in seeking and doing Your will.
Through the intercession of Mary Immaculate,
Patroness of our land, grant us the courage
To reject the "culture of death" and lead us to new life.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CIRCLE OF LOVE
As we begin our new year just a reminder of who our Circle of Love
Chairmen are:
Education – Mrs. Nancy Meehan Standing in forMrs. Sheila Kanan
njmeehan@verizon.net
Family – Mrs. Raffaella Zizza-Feinstein lilacs1@live.com
Leadership – Your State Board njmeehan@verizon.net
Legislation - Ms. Carol Ghiloni caghiloni@aol.com
Quality of Life – Ms. Sandra Lane busylane417@aol.com
Spiritual Enhancement – Mrs. Jean Rousseau ja.rousseau@yahoo.com
Youth/JCDA – Mrs. Annette Johnstin ajjohnstin@aol.com
We will be announcing our Circle of Love 2020 Awards in October….Stay tuned!!!

NATIONAL NEWS
NEWLY ELECTED NATIONAL BOARD –
Congratulations to our new National Board members! Best wishes for a
successful two-year term.
National Officers
Sherry Nilles – National Regent
Emily Guilherme – National Regent-Elect
Susan Moné – First Vice National Regent
Essie Walker – Second Vice National Regent
Connie Dronette – National Secretary-Treasurer
National Directors
Michele Bowman
Tess Cersovski
Dawn Fortenberry
Irene Gramza
Barb Jensen
Carolyn Malik
Ivone da Silveira

Congratulations
2020-2022

***no pictures to post yet!!

As of this time there are two National Director vacancies which will be appointed by
National Regent Sherry Nilles during her term.
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NATIONAL CONVENTION FOLLOW-UP –
As most of you are aware the National Convention was not held this year. However, the
National Board and Directors met and conducted the business that had to be done. The MA
delegates will soon be receiving the program booklet and we will have the results of the
resolution and by-law committees along with National Awards to name some so be on the
lookout!
NATIONAL DUESThe National Office is back up and running and trying to catch up. You should have received
your dues bills for the spring and the fall, along with your insurance bill will be quickly
following. Please pay them as soon as you can.
2020 ELECTION GUIDELINES –
Attached is page 11 from our June National Newsletter
– Operation Morningstar – This being an election year
please read this very important information on
guidelines for parishes and catholic organizations with
tax exempt status, which includes the Catholic
Daughters. Thank you!

“Massachusetts in Action”…
STATE NEWS
INSTALLATIONSOnce again congratulations to all of the new and returning court officers of our local courts.
Please make sure you have an installation if you have not already done so. Even though you are
automatically officers 30 days after elections you still need to be installed by your District
Deputy or a State Representative/Officer. If you cannot do a mass you can do the
courtroom installation in the Tools of the Trade.
FALL REVIEWS & DUES –
Most of the courts have submitted their spring dues and reviews with the
exception of a few. Please get those in as soon as possible as the fall dues and
reviews are coming up soon in October. Make sure a copy of the review is sent to me Nancy
Meehan, Regent and Pauline Butler, Second Vice Regent along with National. Also please
make sure you are up to date with your additions and deletions of members to National
and Pauline. It is important to keep an accurate count of members in the courts so you are not
assessed dues for individuals who are no longer members. Thank you.
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GAMBIT –
By Patricia Adams
We’ll soon be enjoying the lovely shades of fall – red, yellow, gold, orange, brown –
adding beauty to our world as we move into a new season of CDA spirituality,
sisterhood and service! This year will bring some changes as we create and adjust to
some new ways of doing things, but our GAMBIT program will be the same as we
continue to raise funds for our State College Scholarship and Education activities!
Monthly drawings for cash prizes will begin in November and continue through May,
with bonus drawings in May. Information and entry forms will be sent to your court.
Regents, please send me your current court Gambit Chairman’s name and contact
information: patsy621@hotmail.com
Please consider entering the drawing and supporting our youth and education. Your
$20 ticket is eligible for each drawing! You just might be enjoying some green in the
coming year!

UPDATED ROSTERSHopefully attached to this newsletter are updated rosters for 20-21. If not they will be along
shortly.
CATHOLIC TV TELETHONThe Telethon will still be aired on September 18 & 19 this year but they hired a
company to answer the calls and there will be no volunteers this year due to
COVID-19. Please watch if you can and send in your donation pledges. We
will still be making a donation on behalf of the state.
CDA SUNDAY –
CDA Sunday is October 18th this year and because we could not celebrate a TV Mass for our
usual Catholic Daughter Priest Appreciation Sunday this year we are hoping we will still be able
to tape the mass with our Chaplain Father Peter for CDA Sunday. Stay tuned!!
UPCOMING EVENTSBecause of the current limitations on numbers meeting inside under 25 we have had to think
outside the box a little for our October Workshop and Christmas Party. Neither of them will be
in person this year. It is a hard decision to have to make as we enjoy the sisterhood so much but
the board wants you all to be safe and hopefully we can meet in April for our State Convention.
We will however be having several raffles and zoom events. We know not everyone has a
computer but call-ins can also work. We will have to be creative, but we will make it work for
everyone.
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Our plans are so far these:
Fall Raffle – the old fashion raffle we have done for years with prizes
of $300, $200 or $100…tickets will be going out by October.

October Workshop – We are planning a virtual Holy Hour and then

break out groups for new officers and district deputies. We will also have some type of auction.
Tentative date Oct. 17th.
November we would like to have a Memorial Mass in honor of our sisters
we have lost in 2020. Please send a list to me as soon as possible. This may
or may not be virtual.

Christmas Party would have been Dec. 6 – we may still do something virtual, but we will
still be having a basket raffle. Baskets need to be photographed and picture sent to me by email
by November 10th. We will work out distribution of baskets after raffle.
We will also be doing the Jingle Bell Raffle that we
introduced last year – we are again asking for one or two gift
cards from each court to be sent to Pauline Butler, Second
Vice Regent.
We will also be working on our April State Convention.

So you can see we are busy bees and trying to make things work. We
need the funds to continue to support our charitable efforts and to defray
some of the costs of convention and more than that we Catholic
Daughters like to have FUN!! Stay tuned for more information as it
becomes available.
LOCAL NEWS
INSTALLATION OUR LADY OF LOURDES # 2396Congratulations to Our Lady of Lourdes who held a courtroom installation in June. Here are two
pictures one with masks and one without. Regent, Cathy Duford, Vice Regent, Kim Clark,
Recording Secretary, Sue Reichenberg, Financial Secretary, Maureen Houstle, Treasurer, Tina
Bissette and First Vice State Regent, Pat Adams.
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Please send in your photos and what’s happening in your local courts and I
will put them in the State Newsletter and if appropriate send to
SHARE….Thank you!!!
JCDA HAPPENINGS
Our Juniors of Ct. St. Bernadette # 2396 are busy making plans for the new
year!!! We look forward to hearing from them in future newsletters.

CAMPUS BEAT
The Stonehill students should be reporting back to school in
late August, however with the current pandemic everything
is up in the air. Emily Daversa their Court Regent graduated
last year so we are excited to invite their new leadership to
CDA. Stay tuned for more campus news in future
newsletters.

PRAYER CORNER

The Pope’s intention for the month of September is to respect the Planet’s Resources:”We pray
that the planet’s resources will not be plundered but shared in a just and respectful manner”.
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Poem: A Prayer for our Earth
By: Pope Francis
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.
* This prayer is included in Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical Laudato si’
Issue Title:
Crucified Creation: A Green Faith Rising
Issue Year:
2019

Please continue to pray for all of our sisters and brothers in the world affected by COVID for
healing and for an end to this pandemic. Please pray for our families and friends and for all who
have gone home to Our Lord, for these we pray in the name of Jesus, Mary & Joseph. _Amen
In Unity & Charity
Nancy, Pat, Pauline, Carol, Alicia & Father Peter
“Serving the Lord through Our Faith, Actions & Love”

